
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nasher Sculpture Center Announces Phyllida Barlow: tryst 
 
Dynamic, large-scale installations by influential British artist will create multiple 
environments within Nasher galleries 
 
DALLAS, Texas (March 2, 2015) – Nasher Sculpture Center announces a major exhibition of the 
work of the preeminent British sculptor Phyllida Barlow in a show called Phyllida Barlow: tryst, on 
view from May 30, 2015 through August 30, 2015, featuring all new commissioned works on a 
monumental scale. 
 
Barlow employs commonplace materials—wood, plaster, concrete, cardboard, and strips of colorful 
cloth or tape—in extraordinary, monumental, ramshackle, hand-built structures that expound a 
dizzying array of novel sculptural forms.  Towering, bulky accumulations of matter “elbow their way 
into the room,” as the artist puts it, filling the space and looming over viewers.  Recent projects at the 
Tate Britain in London and the New Museum in New York have showcased the prodigious talents of 
Barlow, who, after a distinguished teaching career at the Slade School of Art in London, is finally 
enjoying the broad international recognition her work has long deserved.   
 
“From her use of found materials in the tradition of assemblage to her progressive, imaginative and 
uncanny use of exhibition spaces, Barlow riotously but cheerfully challenges our expectations on 
both what a sculptural object can look like and the way sculpture might inhabit a museum setting,” 
says Director Jeremy Strick. “We are thrilled to have this remarkable talent occupy and contend with 
the pristine spaces of the Nasher with her material wit and ingenuity.” 
 
Barlow’s exhibition at the Nasher, selected as one of the most anticipated “Best in Show” exhibitions 
of 2015 by Modern Painters magazine, was organized by the Nasher’s Chief Curator Jed Morse and 
will feature all new works inspired by and created for the unique spaces of its galleries.  Like several 
of Barlow’s recent projects, these new works will challenge accepted notions of sculpture, blurring 
the line between constructed form (sculpture) and constructed environment (architecture), providing 
a powerful counterpoint to the refined surroundings of the Nasher’s Renzo Piano-designed building. 
“In a prestigious building designed specifically for sculpture,” says Barlow, “my aim is to make an 
exhibition which has the potential to argue against its powerful aesthetic and formal character.” More 
than simply a presentation of unique objects, the distinct sculptures in Barlow’s installations create a 
coherent, if varied, environment, linking to one another through materials, method of fabrication, or 
color pallet. 
 
About Phyllida Barlow: 
 
Phyllida Barlow was born in 1944 in Newcastle upon Tyne, England. She lives and works in London. 
In the late 1960s, Barlow began teaching at the Slade School of Fine Art as Professor of Fine Art. In 



2009, she retired from teaching in order to focus on her own work. In 2011 Barlow was selected a 
Royal Academician.  
 
Barlow's recent solo exhibitions include 'dock', her Tate Duveen Comission, London (2014), 'Phyllida 
Barlow. Fifty Years of Drawing', Hauser & Wirth London, 'HOARD', Norton Museum of Art, West 
Palm Beach FL; 'Scree', Des Moines Art Center, Des Moines IA (2013); '... later', Hauser & Wirth 
New York NY (2012); 'Phyllida Barlow: siege',New Museum, New York NY (2012); 'BRINK', Ludwig 
Forum, Aachen, Germany (2012); 'Phyllida Barlow: Bad Copies', Henry Moore Institute, Leeds, 
England (2012); 'RIG', Hauser & Wirth London, Piccadilly (2011); 'Cast', Kunstverein Nürnberg, 
Nuremberg, Germany (2011); 'STREET', BAWAG Contemporary, Vienna, Austria (2010); and in 
2010, she was in the critically acclaimed two-person show at the Serpentine Gallery, London, 
England with Nairy Baghramian. Recent group shows include 'Carnegie International 2013', 
Carnegie Museum of Art, Pittsburgh PA (2013); La Biennale di Venezia,'55th International Art 
Exhibition: The Encyclopedic Palace', Venice, Italy (2013); 'The Best of Times, The Worst of Times – 
Rebirth and Apocalypse in Contemporary Art', The First International Kiev Biennale, Kiev, Ukraine 
(2012); 'Sculptural Acts', Haus der Kunst, Munich, Germany (2011); 'Displaced Fractures', Migros 
Museum für Gegenwartskunst, Zurich, Switzerland (2010).  
  
In 2012, Barlow received the Aachen Art Prize and 'Award for the Most Significant Contribution to 
the Development of Contemporary Art' at The First International Kiev Biennale, Kiev, Ukraine.  
 
 
 
About the Nasher Sculpture Center: 
 
Located in the heart of the Dallas Arts District, the Nasher Sculpture Center is home to the Raymond 
and Patsy Nasher Collection, one of the finest collections of modern and contemporary sculpture in 
the world. The longtime dream of the late Raymond and Patsy Nasher, the museum was designed 
by world-renowned architect Renzo Piano, in collaboration with landscape architect Peter Walker, to 
seamlessly integrate the indoor galleries with the outdoor garden spaces, creating a museum 
experience unlike any other in the world. In addition to gallery spaces, the Center contains an 
auditorium, education and research facilities, a cafe, and an award-winning store.   
 
On view in the light-filled galleries and amid the garden grounds are rotating works from the 
Collection, which features more than 300 masterpieces by Calder, Giacometti, Matisse, Picasso, 
Rodin, and many more modern masters, as well as rotating installations by celebrated and emerging 
contemporary artists. In dialogue with the Collection and special exhibitions, the Nasher also offers 
an elevated series of special programs, including artist talks, lecture programs, contemporary 
chamber music concerts, artist-led classes, and exclusive member events, all meant to enrich the 
museum experience and highlight the Center as a catalyst for the study, installation, conservation 
and appreciation of modern and contemporary sculpture. 
 
The Nasher Sculpture Center is open Tuesday through Sunday from 11 am to 5 pm and until 11 pm 
for special events, and from 10 am to 5 pm on the first Saturday of each month.  Admission is $10 
for adults, $7 for seniors, $5 for students, and free for members and children 12 and under, and 
includes access to special exhibitions.  For more information, visit www.NasherSculptureCenter.org. 
 
Nasher Sculpture Center, 2001 Flora Street, Dallas, TX 75201 | 214.242.5100 

 
 

 
 

https://mail.nashersculpturecenter.org/exchweb/bin/redir.asp?URL=http://www.nashersculpturecenter.org/
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/55as3mft339rnvd/AACXc1hl_GBSjdy-Mp0YYxZXa?dl=0
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For more information, please contact: 
 
Lucia Simek 
Communications Manager 
214.517.4002 
lsimek@NasherSculptureCenter.org 

 
Cassandra Emswiler Burd 
Social Media and PR Coordinator 
214.242.5162 
cemswilerburd@NasherSculptureCenter.org 
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